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A. Personal Statement 
I have long standing research interest in several areas of Reproductive and Perinatal Biology, and 
Preeclampsia Research: mechanisms underlying maternal vasodilation and increased arterial compliance 
during normal pregnancy with emphasis on the ovarian hormone relaxin; maternal cardiovascular and renal 
adaptations to pregnancy in women conceiving by Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART), as well as the 
perinatal outcomes of ART (with Mark S. Segal MD, PhD University of Florida & Valerie Baker MD, Stanford 
University); decidualization, placentation and trophoblast, and their involvement in the etiology and 
pathogenesis of preeclampsia and intrauterine growth restriction; the role of relaxin in bone marrow derived 
angiogenic progenitor cell mobilization and function in pregnancy (again, with with Mark S. Segal MD, PhD). I 
have combined preclinical and clinical research successfully throughout my career, in order to translate 
discoveries in animal models, tissues and cells to humans.  
 
Positions and Honors 
Positions and Employment 
1984-1990 Assistant Professor, Department of Physiology, Dartmouth Med Sch, Hanover, NH 
1990-1992 Assistant Professor, Departments of Physiology and of Ob/Gyn, University of  
  New Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque, NM 
1992-1994 Associate Professor, Departments of Physiology and of Ob/Gyn, University of  
 New Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque, NM 
1994-1999 Associate Professor, Department of Ob/Gyn and Reproductive Sciences, University of 

Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA 
1996-2006 Tenure Status, Department of Ob/Gyn and Reproductive Sciences, 
  University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA 
1996-1999 Associate Professor (Secondary Appointment), Department of Cell Biology and 

Physiology, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA 
2000-2006 Professor (Primary Appointment) Department of Ob/Gyn and Reproductive Sciences, and 

Professor (Secondary Appointment) Department of Cell Biology and Physiology, 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA 

2000-2003 Member, NIH Human Embryology and Development Study Section-1 
2004 Sabbatical Leave, Honorary Fellow Department of Zoology, University  
 of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria, Australia, Jan-July. 



 

2006- Professor (with Tenure) Department of Physiology and Functional Genomics,  University 
of Florida College of Medicine, Gainesville, FL 

2007- Professor (secondary appointment) Department of Ob/Gyn, University of      
 Florida College of Medicine, Gainesville, FL 
2007-2010 Council Member, Society for Gynecological Investigation 
2008-present   Co-Coordinator, Reproductive and Perinatal Biology Research Program, University of 

Florida 
2010-2014          Secretary Treasurer, Society for Gynecological Investigation 
 
Honors and Awards 
1976 James Bowdon Honor Society 
1977 Magna Cum Laude 
1979 Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society 
1980 Good Physicians Award (Dartmouth Medical School) 
1985-1990 Physician Scientist Award, K11 HD00662 
1988-1993 8th Mallinckrodt Scholar Award 
1990 Outstanding Teacher Award in the Basic Sciences 
1991-1994 Flinn Newly Independent Investigator Award (American Heart Association) 
1993 Basic Medical Sciences Teaching Award presented by UNM Sch. of Medicine Graduates 
1995-1999 Research Career Development Award, KO4 HD01098  
2010 Ernest H. Starling Distinguished Lectureship of the American Physiological Society Water 

& Electrolyte Homeostasis Section 
2010 Senior Faculty Research Award for the University of Florida Chapter of Sigma Xi  
2010 Sir William Liley Lectureship, Perinatal Research Society 
2012 Dutch Heart Foundation Lecture 
2013                    Exemplary Teacher Award University of Florida College of Medicine     
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Active Research Support: 
College of Medicine Gatorade Funds              07/01/12-07/15/14 
Potential Therapeutic Role of Relaxin in Bone Fracture Repair 
Role: PI 
 
PO1 HD065647-03                 07/01/11-02/28/17 
Corpus Luteal Contribution to Maternal Pregnancy        (with mid-project extension) 
Physiology and Outcomes in Assisted Reproductive Technologies.  
Role: Program Director 
 
University of Florida College of Medicine Matching Funds           07/01/11-06/30/16 
Corpus Luteal Contribution to Maternal Pregnancy       
Physiology and Outcomes in Assisted Reproductive Technologies.  
Role: Program Director 
 
James and Esther King Biomedical Research Program                    07/01/13-12/31/14 (NCE) 
Florida Department of Health #3KF01 
Vascular effects of relaxin receptor agonists.     Role: Co-I 
 
Novartis CRLX030AUSNC06T               05/15/14-05/14/16 
Unveiling Novel Signaling Mechanisms of Serelaxin in Vasculature 
Role: PI 
 
University of Florida College of Medicine Matching Bridge Funds           07/01/14-06/30/15 
Endometrial Antecedents of Preeclampsia.     Role: PI 
 
Recent Completed Research Support: 
R21 HL093605                                                                                   07/01/09-06/30/13 (with NCE) 
Mechanisms of vasodilation by relaxin 
To investigate (i) the role of the Lgr7 receptor in relaxin vasodilation, (ii) its vascular location of functional 
significance, and (iii) the molecular mechanisms of relaxin vasodilation in isolated mouse arteries and in 
conscious mice.     Role: PI 
 
RO1 HL067937-09                              09/01/06-03/31/12 (with NCE) 
Endogenous Relaxin Regulates Vascular Function in Nonpregnant Females and Males 
To investigate whether the relaxin hormone-relaxin receptor family is expressed by arteries and modulates 
their behavior.     Role: PI 
 
American Heart Association                                                                          07/01/08-06/30/11 (with NCE) 
Grant-in-Aid 0855090E 
Role of Angiogenic Growth Factors in the Relaxin Vasodilatory Pathway      
Role: PI 
 
RO1 DK63321-16                                 08/01/02 - 03/31/08 (with NCE)  
Mechanisms of Vasodilation in Pregnancy.     Role: PI      



 

 
 
 
 


